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Michelle Pante   

Approved Biography  
 

  

Compassionate, creative, insightful, and able to cut through the chaos to achieve clarity, 

Michelle is energized by death, dying and grief as pathways to healing. 

 

Prior to co-founding WILLOW, Michelle was a key player in the launch of the Green Burial 

Society of Canada, which took place during her tenure with LEES+Associates, North America’s 

crackerjack cemetery design and planning firm. She advocates for responsive, 

environmentally-sensitive funeral service and bereavement-care practices in all aspects of 

deathcare delivery.  

 

Michelle volunteered with a children’s bereavement program at a local hospice and is a 

licensed Funeral Director in the province of British Columbia. She apprenticed with a 

corporately-owned funeral home and with KORU Cremation | Burial | Ceremony, a 

pioneering locally-owned and operated funeral provider. Michelle helps families from 

diverse cultural, faith and income backgrounds to say their goodbyes, honour the circle of 

life and have courageous conversations.  

 

She has bachelor of art in sociology from the University of British Columbia, a bachelor of 

social work from McGill University and a master of business administration from the 

Schulich School of Business, York University. Earlier in her career, she coordinated research 

and learning opportunities with the Arts and Health Project, Urban Development Institute, 

and Irish Museum of Modern Art. 
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